AN OLD ‘RABBIT WARREN'
HAS BEEN BROUGHT INTO
THE ZIST CENTURY.

dark and dingy spaces of an nner-city

ehweiling, yet retan its chameter, make

it higgger and lighter within the same
foatpring, amd rod upset the neighbours
o thee ceuncil

When Michael Bula bought an old.
eriargpular corner shop in Canning Street,
Moorth Carlson. a doub]:-uml
warren of oddly shaped rooms, not
content with those existing complexities,
he added more.

Bula, a lawyer handling French prop-
erty salis for Melburnians and s actor!
pandducer with the Melbowme French
Iheatye, wanted to reknvent the nanddown
bulkding. Not oohy did be want architects
Linda Simons and fustin Holman, of LA
wrciuvects, 1o inchude bving spaces, with
an apartment for oversess visitors, he
wanted 1o ententain up to B peophe, even
i screen menvies and Eﬂ“’mﬂh'lﬁ

| 1's @ contmednum: how o reinvent the

complicated bebel,” says Simons, with
heeritage requinements for the bullding,
dating from about 1890, making it extra
Ercky

Sy Buada: 1 wanded to push the
envelope amd get as misch as 1 could, but
n such & complicated space that @ i
CEYY

e describwes the architecty’ work as
“bike & figew puele”, constraned by the
street 0f D shies and a nei
Inilding artached on the thind

The nesudt: rabbin warnen becomes La
Nuson de Maltre (the lowyers house),
three kevels of cleverty mterconmected,
mraltipurpose spaces — oomforble
ey -rity lving, worl and mooms

for everything rom parties to

Uisa-colour rot simply to decorabe a
room, but to help define I, bo enhance
Its purpose.

Paints anvd wall finishes, floor and
window coverings and textihes such &2
cusshions make a statement about you
it about your hom. Don't skrply
choass the fashionable or eye-catching
- thinik desply about your house and it
rugtony, your festyle and the rooms’
purpade. how vou 'want them to make

| ol fod when you spend tme there. Do
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- il - bn e tocked dndes stairs, a
srnall shudy in dve apartment entrance,

storage under bangueties, And the build-

ing was extended upwands by 1.2 metres
tn aceommodate the extr level cevery
disguised & a parapet o meet council
regulations that no extensbon be visible
from the stroet.

Thee result an enviabibe Innes-city
sbode in which nothing Ls quite as it
seems I culminsles ina O

you wanl your lounge room to feel
warrn and erveloping or ool and
unchatbersd? Will & room be peacedul, 2
péace for relaxation or quiet hobbles?
Or will i be lively, e with music and
pecple? Colour chalces — warm of cool,
vibrant or quist, cuttingredge or
heritage = can help creabs this heel

“This ox-blood red makes It a very
Intimate space,” Linda Simons says of
the Canning Street kitchen/dining

OO
But the colowr was not chosen in

ing [rom the apamment’s kitchen/ lving

arca, c.-g:;ring the supeth ciry views nod

wisibile the nld

Dionibe dlowors opsen irom the street
into a high-ceilmged, mangular mom,
wizsdows an two shdes, lm:l.]l[bﬂ“ﬂl-'l'
rom and stopege area where once the

shopheeper stoned boe-creams. Two vast

red drum pendant lights e o focal point,

a bilast of colowr in this whise, light space.
Thils karge room, created (rom hwo by

isolation = it was part of a scheme lor
the entire bullding, with paint finishes,
carpet, ight fittings and banquette
cushions relating to the house' s history
amndd to cwnver Michael Bula,

" deep red starts as the interior focal
colour, complemented by dark browns,
warm bronzes and crlsp whites,™
Skmons says. “The rich colours nod to
bath the bullding's Victorian heritage
and the client's artkstic and theatrical
pursults, whitst visuaity linking the
varkus spaces” v

removing a supporn column, bs whene
il entertains and his aciom rehearse.

Walk, Abice-like, through this roam's
rear door and, across a snall hall, glass
doors open to a red triangle of a room. the
kischen-diner area, four gais side doon
upeeTaing bo thie street,

From the hall, with its own strect
entrunce, dangling red pendant lights
draw you up the original winding, red-
carpoted stalrease (o 8 lange Bving area (e
woild make a go 5 bedhroom), with
sttnched ﬂudy'u.lgu‘.l PN,

Dy s few steps b amall laundrey
and the eni's hedsiiting room,
m bathroom. Then o bewieching

up new, imbered stais o s smad
kitchen and living meals arca, the
batustrade neflecting the sparkle of the
Fhuto Eght Em::th.- Sudso falla which
fills the void and the mimoned splash-
backs in the kivchen above.

Bula says the way the space has been
used goes heyond the reincarmation of
thar odd shoge: "1t has celebented this anea
] what cun be done with these
budldings.”



